International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women 25 Nov 24
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“Nowhere in the world is a woman safe from violence. The strengthening of global commitment to counteract this plague is a movement whose time has come.”-Asha-Rose Migiro


Women's rights activists have observed 25 November as a day against gender-based violence since 1981. This date was selected to honour the Mirabal sisters, three political activists from the Dominican Republic who were brutally murdered in 1960 by order of the country’s ruler, Rafael Trujillo (1930-1961).

On 20 December 1993, the General Assembly adopts the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women through resolution 48/104, paving the path towards eradicating violence against women and girls worldwide.
Finally, on 7 February 2000, the General Assembly adopts resolution 54/134, officially designating 25 November as the International day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women and in doing so, inviting governments, international organizations as well as NGOs to join together and organize activities designed to raise public awareness of the issue every year on that date.
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Patria, Minerva and Maria Teresa lived in the Dominican Republic under the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo. The regime was brutal with  dissidents being imprisoned, tortured and murdered. 

Despite the many threats to their safety, the sisters led an underground movement which challenged the cruel and systematic violence. They distributed leaflets naming those who had been killed.

On 25 November 1960, the three sisters were clubbed to death, their bodies placed in their vehicle and run off the road making it look like an accident.
The murders caused such outrage, that within 6 months Trujillo was assassinated. The sisters became a symbol of democratic and feminist resistance and became known as “The Butterflies”
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Every 10 min in the world In 2023, a woman was killed. Such murders are qualified as gender-based violence and are the most prevalent form of human rights violation in the world. 
1 in 3 women experience violence in their lifetime.
Women who have experienced violence are more likely to suffer from depression, anxiety disorders, unplanned pregnancies, sexually transmitted infections, and HIV, with long-lasting consequences.

“Methodist Women in Britain wish to stand alongside all caught up in gender-based violence. No one should live in fear of violence because of their gender. As a global movement, we can effect change by amplifying the voices of those experiencing violence. We need to speak up and speak out, challenging long-held practices and beliefs. We invite all to join us in the 16 Days of Activism. You can find the Daily Action on our Facebook page and Instagram account.
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Light a candle at 7pm
Join in prayer
Take action

#NoExcuse. UNiTE to End Violence against Women.
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16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM AGAINST
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE

25 NOVEMBER - 10 DECEMBER

Join us each

day in action &6
Methodist Women
on Facebook in Britain

& I G For women, for justice, for Christ
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Step It Up for Gender Equality

A HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION
OF PANDEMIC PROPORTIONS X R ————

Whether at home, on the streets or during war, e
violence against women is a HUMAN RIGHTS Fast Facts

VIOLATION that takes place in PUBLIC and 2012 2 women kille
PRIVATE spaces. S e

Fo R M S o F v I o LE N C E :7 A|;e thére laws to protect women?
]

32
countries

Physical Sexual Psychological At Bevici

SEXUAL VIOLENCE 1

Sexually violent acts can take place in different circumstances
and settings. These include, for example:

“] wasn’t even allowed to cry. If even one tear fell they beat

o . . . . me. | used to think it was better to die than to live like this.”
. Rape (within marriage and relationships, by strangers, and during

armed conflict)

— Meena Hasina,

Unwanted sexual advances or sexual harassment, including demanding
sex in return for favours

. Sexual abuse of children WHAT IS HUMAN TRAFFICKING? m

Forced marriage or cohabitation, including child marriage .
of the estimated 21
million people in forced

® 0 - SE e labour are victims of
In some coun_tries, up to or!e-_third of A sexual exploitation.
adolescent girls report their first i e e
sexual experience as being forced. Hlseriuieily
In the European Union, 45% to 55% . 5 . ‘ of them are

of women have experienced sexual women and girls.
harassment since the age of 15.

CHILD MARRIAGE

“Once you know that everyone has a right to be free from all
forms of violence, and that you yourself have a responsibility
to help them achieve that right, you don’t look back.”

“Since forever, | have learned to say yes to everything. Today | have
decided to say no.”

— Nujood Ali, Yemeni advocate
— Sister Fa, Senegalese hip-hop star

70 o women alive today were married

before 18 — more than one-third

m i I I io n were married before 15.

FGM/C includes procedures that

intentionally alter or cause injury - - poor girls are more likely to
to the female genital organs for 200 m I I I Ion marry in childhood than
non-medical reasons. Beyond TEats s s i wealthy ones.

extreme physical and psychological LA E ST e

pain, the practice carries many ;
health risks, including death.

Child marriage usually means an end to girl’s education,
vocation and her right to make life choices. Research
confirms that girls who marry in childhood are at greater
risk for intimate partner violence than girls of the same
age who marry later.

Statistics: Ending Child Marriage: Progress and Prospects, UNICEF, 2014; Global and regional estimates of violence against women, WHO,
2013; Global Study on Homicide, UNODG, 2013; Hidden In Plain Sight: A Statlstical Analysis of Violence agalnst Children, UNIGEF, 2014;
Violence agalnst women: an EU-wide survey, European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, 2014; Women, Business and the Law 2016,

u n WO men.o rg g 'a World Bank Group, 2016; World report on viclence and health, WHO, 2002; ILO Global Estimate of Forced Labour, ILO, 2012; Female Genltal

Mutilation/Cutting: A global concern, UNIGEF, 2016
@UN_Wornen  facebookcom  @unwornen

Junwomen Quotes: Half the Sky, Turning Oppression Into Opportunity for Women, Sheryl WuDunn, Nicholas Kristof, 2009; “My battle agalnst female
genital cutting,” The Guardian, 2012; [ Am Nujood, Age 10 and Divorced, Nujood All, Delphine Minoul, 2010.
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